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as rickets. Many cases described as rheumatism are doubtless the sequels of some other disease.
The common understanding of rheumatism as a distinct disease is an inflammation of the joints which results in stiffness and lameness. When the muscles are affected, it is called muscular rheumatism, although it would be rather difficult to distinguish between these two forms.
Without any pretense of positiveness it may be assumed that rheumatism is the result of some infection which attacks the joints. In man rheumatism is associated with an infection of the joints extending from some other center, such as diseased tonsils or teeth. A similar condition may exist in pigs. It is often stated that rheumatism follows exposure to cold or close confinement in damp quarters, together with lack of sufficient exercise.
The outstanding sign of rheumatism is lameness. The joints are often swollen and the animal shows evidence of pain when it moves. The gait is altered and the movements are always slow and deliberate. Some animals spend most of the time lying down and consequently there is soon more or less loss of flesh caused by failure to take nourishment regularly.
Treatment
There is no sure cure for animals badly affected with this disease, although in the early stages some recommend giving each affected hog 15 grains of sodium salicylate once each day. This amount is suitable for each 100 pounds of live weight and an animal weighing 200 pounds would, therefore, receive 30 grains daily. This medicine may be given in the feed or water.
No treatment would be effective without a change of quarters, if the present ones are damp and cold. Provide plenty of clean dry straw and make sure the animals are housed in a well-ventilated place. Whenever possible, allow plenty of exercise. Good nursing in dry quarters is usually the best form of treatment.